253. UJfDER-POPULATION IN AUSTRALIA

The whites in Australia are jealous of any one landing on the island.
They do not admit even men of their own race. Of Coloured peoples
they are sworn enemies. The result is that north Australia has only 820
white inhabitants. That is, for every seven hundred square miles, there
is only one white man. A man cannot eat the land; and if there are
not enough men on the land, it remains barren and must be regarded
as useless wealth* The people of Australia are now waking up to rea-
lity. President Roosevelt1 has written to the Australian people that they
would do themselves harm by keeping their country under-populated.
Mr. Richard Arthur, a Member of Parliament, is of the opinion that,
as Asia and Australia are neighbours, Asians should be allowed to settle
in Australia. As such ideas spread, one may expect that Indians will
eventually be able to settle in Australia.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 17-3-1906

254. DISABILITIES OF TRANSVAAL INDIANS*
DEPUTATION TO THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
Last Saturday, the 10th instant, an Indian deputation waited upon
the Assistant Colonial Secretary. It comprised Mr. Abdul Gani, Mr.
Haji Habib and Mr. Gandhi. Mr. Chamney and Mr. Burgess were pre-
sent. The meeting lasted from 11-15 a. m. to 1 p. m. The following were
the demands made by the deputation.
1.  It takes a great deal of time to obtain permits.   It should
not take so long; permits should be issued promptly.
2.  Great hardship is caused because applications have now to
be forwarded to the Magistrate for investigation.   This does not
take place, and they lie unattended to.
3.  The same official should visit the different places to make
the investigation, so that it is done uniformly and the matter disposed
of quickly. The local people may, if they want, raise objections, but
the decisions should be available quickly.
. 4. Those who are in possession of old registration certificates
should not be required to produce witnesses; permits should be issued
to them as soon as they have given explanations about their registration
certificates.
1 Theodore Roosevelt, (185S-1919), Republican President of the U.SA, 1901-9
2 This was published as "Specially Contributed",